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WHO OWNS THE WEST? /
A four day conference on History, Natural Resources, Native 
American Issues and Culture & the Arts in Montana.
May 9 through 12, 1979 
University of Montana, Missoula, Montana
PARTICIPANTS include: NORMAN MACLEAN, author of the book of Montana
stories, A River Runs Through It; JOHN VANCE, Professor of Law, University of 
Toledo, former member of Montana Public Safety Commission, and Indian Claims 
Commission; ROB NILSSON, member of Cine Manifest, Producers of Northern Lights, 
one of tire two American films selected at this year’s Cannes Film Festival, and 
the documentaries Wes te rn Coa1 and Prai ri e Fire; RICHARD HUGO, Poet, Professor 
of English, University of Montana, author of _3f Letters and 13 Dreams and The 
Triggering Town; A. R. GUTHRIE, Jr., Pulitzer Prize winner, author of The Big Sky; 
DOROTHY JOHNSON, author oi numerous stories and novels, including A Man Called Horse 
and The Man Who Shot Liberty Valance.
SCHEDULE:
Wednesday, May 9: 2-5:00 p.m., Screening of "E. F. Schumacher . . .  As If People
Mattered," by SWAIN WOLFE, followed by History panel moderated by K. ROSS TOOLE, 
University of Montana, including A. B. GUTHRIE, Jr., JOHN VANCE, ROB NILSSON, NORMAN 
MACLEAN & others. Room 11, Liberal Arts Building.
********8:00 p.m., Poetry Readings by MADELINE DEFREES, author of When Sky Lets Go, 
and RICHARD HUGO. Room 131, Science Complex (SC).
Thursday, May 10: 1-4:30 p.m., Screening of "Western Coal," followed by a panel on 
resource use with JOHN VANCE, ROB NILSSON, MAXINE JOHNSON, Director, Bureau of 
Business & Economic Resources, University of Montana, FRA.NK DUNKLE, Exec. Sec., Montana 
Mining Association, & CHARLES T. "TOM" COST IN, Deputy Regional Forester for Resources 
for the Northern Region. 131 SC.
********7:30 p.m., PRAIRIE STRETCH/SETTLED SOD, A dance concert sponsored by the Dance 
Division, University of Montana in conjunction with the Conference. JULIETTE CRUMP, 
Division Head, Director, Women’s Center Gym. Tickets $ 2.00 at the door.
FRIDAY, May 11: 1-4:30 p.m., Screening of "Awakening" produced by ANNICK SMITH, followed
by a discussion of Native American issues with JOHN VANCE, ANNICK SMITH, BEARHEAD 
SWANEY, former Chairman of the Tribal Council, Con fed. Sa1ish-Kootenai Tribe, FRED 
HOULE, Tribal Secretary, Confed. Salish-Kootenai Tribe, & others. 131 SC.
********8:00 p.m., Screening of "Prairie Fire," and fiction reading by A. B. GUTHRIE,
Jr., and DOROTHY JOHNSON. /3/ .
SATURDAY, May 12: 1-4:30 p.m., Panel on Culture & the Arts with William Bevis, University
of Montana, WILLIAM KITTREDGE, author of The Van Gogh Field and Other Stories, recent 
winner of the St. Lawrence Award for Fiction, ROB NILSSON, JULIETTE CRUMP, A. B. GUTHRIE, 
Jr., & others. 131 SC.
********4:30 p.m., Screening of "Kicking the Loose Gravel Home," a film biography 
of RICHARD HUGO by ANNICK SMITH. 131 S W e l a h
********8:00 p.m., Fiction readings 1 ~ f U Ii»l 11 *iH IMTTPrUmf3 and NORMAN MACLEAN. 131 SC.
SPECIAL NOTE: NORTHERN r IGHTS will be at the Crystal Theatre nightly during the
Conte rern e.
AND: This program is made possible in part b j a grant from the Montana Committee for
the Humanities, an Affiliate of the National. Endowment for the Humanities.
